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MOUNT LAUREL FIRE DISTRICT #1 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

SPECIAL MEETING / WORK SESSION MINUTES 
September 4, 2012 

Fire Department Headquarters Station 
Meeting Minutes #15 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
1. Commissioner Cornue 
2. Commissioner Shestack 
3. Commissioner Hamilton 
4. Chief of Department Colucci 
5. Deputy Chief Burnett 
6. Administrator Jones 

 
NOT IN ATTENDANCE: 

1. Commissioner Roura 
2. Commissioner Ridenour 

 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Cornue at 8:00 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence observed. 
 
The public announcements were read by Commissioner Hamilton. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 

 Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the 8/6/12 Special Meeting minutes that was seconded by Commissioner 
Cornue.  Commissioner Hamilton asked if the Board should approve the meeting minutes tonight since 2 Commissioners are 
absent in the event that they might want to add or change something.  Commissioner Cornue replied that although there was 
no urgency to approve the meeting minutes, he felt that the Board had the authority to consider them for approval.  The motion 
was approved unanimously by the Board with Commissioner Hamilton abstaining. 

 

 Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the 8/20/12 Regular Meeting minutes that was seconded by Commissioner 
Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
 
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS: 
Resolution #2012-53 “Appointment of Stacey Delp to the Provisional Position of Personnel Assistant for the Year 2012”.  

Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner 
Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
 
MONTHLY REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT: 
Chief of Department Colucci had submitted his monthly report to the Board for their review prior to the meeting.  He thanked the Board 
for allowing him to take his extended vacation, stating that Deputy Chief Burnett handled things that came up while he was gone.  
Commissioner Shestack asked him why we were moving the turnout gear storage room from Headquarters to Station 361 and whether it 
would make it more difficult to issue equipment, especially to the volunteers.  Chief of Department Colucci replied that all of the turnout 
gear was being moved up to Station 361 to make it easier for Firefighter Denelsbeck (who took over from retired Captain Aylesworth) to 
keep track of it and send it out for repair.  It will be kept in a secure storage room in the Antique Ladder bay and that anyone needing a 
turnout gear item will be able to either obtain it from the duty Battalion Chief or from the Station 361 Duty Officer because it is staffed 
24/7.  The storage room is currently being configured and everything will be inventoried using the FireHouse software. 
 
Commissioner Cornue asked him if we had any word on the grant requests for turnout gear and the Safety House.  Chief of Department 
Colucci stated that we haven’t heard anything yet on those grants but that he had just submitted the 2012 SAFER grant for 2 additional 
Training Division firefighters that would significantly improve the training that we are able to provide to the volunteers at night.  
Commissioner Shestack asked him if the grants required matching funds and Chief of Department Colucci replied that he believed that 
they all did except for the 2 year SAFER grant. 
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Commissioner Cornue asked him about Lieutenant Opizzi taking over the “Get Fired Up For Literacy” program.  Chief of Department 
Colucci stated that Lieutenant Opizzi took over responsibility for this program from Deputy Chief Burnett about 3 years ago.  
Commissioner Cornue asked him if Lieutenant Opizzi was still coordinating the apparatus driver training program and Chief of 
Department Colucci replied that he was and that when the new apparatus arrives he will be working closely with the Training Division to 
qualify our drivers. 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES 

Training:  Commissioner Ridenour was not in attendance. 
 

Building & grounds:  Commissioner Roura was not in attendance. 
 

Fire Prevention:  Commissioner Cornue reported that he and Commissioner Hamilton had met with Fire Marshal Kownatsky last 
month and that they had an item to discuss with the Board in Closed Session tonight.  He added that the Fire Prevention Week Open 
House is scheduled for Wednesday, 10/10/11 at Dick’s Sporting Goods on Nixon Drive. 

 
Insurance:  Commissioner Shestack asked Administrator Jones if the insurance renewal figures were in and Administrator Jones 
replied that we usually get them in November and that we will have to estimate the 2013 increase in the meantime.  He added that 
health benefits renewal figures should be out at the beginning of October and that based on what he has heard, he estimated that we 
will be seeing a 10% increase. 

 
Information Technology:  Commissioner Shestack had nothing to report. 
 
Community Relations:  Commissioner Shestack had nothing to report. 
 
Equipment:  Commissioner Roura was not in attendance. 
 
Personnel:  Commissioner Cornue had nothing to report. 
 
Long Range Planning:  Commissioner Cornue had nothing to report. 
 
Labor / Management:  Commissioner Cornue had nothing to report. 
 
Finance:  Commissioner Roura was not in attendance. 

 
 
OTHER MATTERS: 
Commissioner Cornue asked Administrator Jones how the 2013 budget process was shaping up and Administrator Jones replied that 
with the Chiefs both now back from their August vacations, he hopes to be able to sit down with them this week and get their input on 
items that they want to include.  He reported that he has been working on the personnel salary and benefits section and what needs to 
be included for the 3 years of retroactive pay that may be payable once the arbitration award is released.  He expected to need another 2 
to 3 weeks to finish everything up and hoped to present it to the Finance Committee by the end of the month.  There will be some 
important information that we will still be waiting for but we should have enough to start our review. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  None. 
 
 
Resolution #2012-54 “Closing of Meeting Pursuant to Open Public Meetings Act” Commissioner Shestack made a motion to 

approve the resolution that seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion was unanimously approved 
by the Board. 

 
THE OPEN SESSION ADJOURNED AT 8:19 PM. 
A CLOSED SESSION BEGAN AT 8:30 PM. 
THE CLOSED SESSION ADJOURNED AT 9:06 PM 
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Commissioner Cornue asked for a motion on enrollment of Deputy Chief Burnett in the Certified Public Manager program at a cost 
$3,325.  Commissioner Hamilton asked where the funding for this would come from and Commissioner Cornue indicated that it would 
come out of the Training Division budget.  Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the Deputy Chiefs’ enrollment in this 
program that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
Commissioner Cornue noted that the “Empty Sky” Memorial ceremony will be held next Thursday and that all are welcome to attend. 
 
Commissioner Cornue reported that he has polled the rest of the Board and they have decided to put an ad in the Masonville 100th 
Anniversary adbook and asked the Board members if they wanted to do anything else.  Chief of Department Colucci asked him if he 
would be providing them with the content or did he want Administration to come up with something for them.  Commissioner Shestack 
felt that the Administration could write something up for the Board to review and reminded him that it needed to say that the ad was 
being paid for personally by the members of the Board of Fire Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Cornue noted that each Board member should have received a First Responder Household member form to fill out and 
return to Deputy Chief Burnett by 9/17/12.  Chief of Department Colucci explained that this information was needed in the event of a viral 
epidemic or emergency so that get enough medication from the national stock pile for all of our members and their families. 
 
Chief of Department Colucci reminded everyone that the Mount Laurel Fall Festival will be held on Saturday, 9/15/12.  Unfortunately, it 
conflicts with the 2 day Firemen’s Convention in Wildwood, which he will be attending.  If any member of the Board is available and can 
attend the Fall Fest, it would be great.  He added that our new Personnel Assistant will be in attendance and interacting with the public.  
He added that another “Mount Laurel Meet & Greet” is being held by the Mount Laurel Small Business Association and will be attended 
by Police, Fire, EMS and school representatives.  If any Board members are able to attend, they would be welcome. 
 
Commissioner Cornue reported that a 9/11 Memorial prayer service will be held at 7:30 AM on 9/11/12 at the Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Moorestown.  Chief of Department Colucci added that this event has been held every year since 2001 and is followed by a light 
breakfast.  He added that a memorial service will also be held at the Mount Laurel Care Center that day as well. 
 
Commissioner Cornue asked Chief of Department Colucci about the “Defy the Issue” event being hosted by the Mount Laurel Board of 
Education that he mentioned in his report.  Chief of Department Colucci stated that it will be held on 10/18/12 and that it is an assembly 
put on by the Lenape HS staff and designed to provide a forum where civic associations, public officials and other local groups can 
interact with students and school staff to talk about the drug and alcohol abuse. 
 
Commissioner Shestack made a motion to adjourn the meeting that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:18 PM. 


