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MOUNT LAUREL FIRE DISTRICT #1 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
October 21, 2013 

Fire Department Headquarters Station 
Meeting Minutes #15 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

1. Commissioner Cornue 
2. Commissioner Roura 
3. Commissioner Shestack 
4. Commissioner Hamilton 
5. Chief of Department Colucci 
6. Administrator Jones 
7. Solicitor Braslow 

 
NOT IN ATTENDANCE: 

1. Commissioner Ridenour 
2. Deputy Chief Burnett 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Roura at 8:06 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence observed. 
 
The public announcements were read by Commissioner Hamilton. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the 8/19/13 Regular Meeting minutes that was seconded by Commissioner Cornue.  
The motion was approved by the Board with Commissioner Hamilton abstaining. 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 

 Resolution #2013-55 “Resolution Amending the Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP) of the Mount Laurel Fire 
District #1”.  Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the resolution that was 
seconded by Commissioner Cornue.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
Commissioner Ridenour reported that he had reviewed the October 2013 bills and that everything was in order.  Commissioner Hamilton 
made a motion to approve the October 2013 monthly bills totaling $754,746.85 that was seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The 
motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
 
MONTHLY REPORT BY ADMINISTRATOR: 
The Administrator had submitted his monthly report to the Board for their review prior to the meeting.  Commissioner Roura asked Chief 
of Department Colucci how soon he could get his 2014 Budget information to the Administrator so that he can wrap up the budget 
proposal.  Chief of Department Colucci replied that he had not been in the office last week but has emailed 90% of what he had to the 
Administrator and has asked Secretarial Assistant Richardson to get the remainder together last Thursday or Friday.  Administrator 
Jones confirmed that she had provided him with some materials but that he needed to sit down and go over what the Chief of 
Department wants to include in the budget proposal and hoped that this could happen Wednesday or Thursday this week so that he can 
wrap everything up and get the budget proposal binders out to Finance Committee Board members on Friday.  Commissioner Shestack 
stated that he was available during the week of the 28th but will be out of town for 10 days beginning on 11/2. 
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BOARD QUESTIONS FOR THE CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT: 
Chief of Department Colucci reported that longtime Masonville Fire Company #1 member Calvin Mattson passed away and that the 
funeral was last week at the Mount Laurel Home for Funerals.  He expressed his disappointment that only 2 volunteers expressed 
interest in participating in the honor guard, so he was forced to take a career staffed company out-of-service in order to provide enough 
members for the honor guard.  Unfortunately, the lack of personnel did not allow us to provide him with transport on the top of a fire 
truck as he and his family had wished. 
 
Commissioner Shestack noted that Chief of Department did a great job on his monthly report but it looks like he is just cutting and 
pasting in the reports he receives from Department heads.  Chief of Department Colucci stated that sometimes he does not have 
enough time to go through it and change some of the references to the 3rd person.  He added that Mechanic Skeenes report was very 
detailed this month and he spent a lot of time trying to filter out some of the less important things.  He was also very involved with 
Firefighter Colbridge’s health situation along with the Mattson funeral and attendance at the NJ Career Chiefs Leadership Conference.  
Most of his report was done on his tablet on the road and this proved to be very difficult to do. 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Commissioner Roura asked Chief of Department Colucci about the status of the building and grounds maintenance survey.  He replied 
that Administrator Jones has taken the lead on this and has been meeting with the New Road Construction consultants, Commissioner 
Ridenour and contractors to put together the scope of work and accurate price projections.  He commended Administrator Jones on the 
great job that he was doing but then shared his thoughts on how and whether we can convince the public to support the project.  He felt 
that some of the items in the scope of work would be difficult to justify and that he was struggling to support them in his mind as well.  
Commissioner Shestack felt that once the draft scope of work was completed, the Board would be able to review it in detail and 
eliminate those items that are really not needed at this time.  Administrator Jones reported that we continue to firm up the scope of work 
and the associated costs for each item, which has taken quite a bit of his time over the past 6 weeks.  He believed that the Chief of 
Department is primarily struggling with the proposed interior renovations of Station 362 and whether it was fiscally prudent to spend a lot 
of money there to make the station interior more functional.  He anticipated that a draft scope of work would be available by mid-
November for the Board to review and then we can start prioritizing the list. 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS:  
None. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE DISTRICT PROFESSIONALS: 
None. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS:  
None. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
None. 
 
Resolution #2013-56 “Closing of Meeting Pursuant to Open Public Meetings Act”.  Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to 

approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by the Board. 

 
THE OPEN SESSION ENDED AT 8:25 PM. 
A CLOSED SESSION BEGAN AT 8:26 PM. 
THE CLOSED SESSION ENDED AT 8:48 PM. 
 
Commissioner Shestack made a motion to adjourn the meeting that was seconded by Commissioner Cornue.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:49 PM. 


