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MOUNT LAUREL FIRE DISTRICT #1 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
September 16, 2013 

Fire Department Headquarters Station 
Meeting Minutes #14 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
1. Commissioner Cornue 
2. Commissioner Ridenour 
3. Commissioner Roura 
4. Commissioner Shestack 
5. Commissioner Hamilton 
6. Chief of Department Colucci 
7. Deputy Chief Burnett 
8. Administrator Jones 
9. Solicitor Braslow 

 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Roura at 8:02 PM. 
 
Commissioner Roura asked everyone to keep the families of the Washington DC Navy Yard shooting victims in their thoughts and 
prayers.  He also announced the passing last week of Lieutenant Kathleen Kirvan’s husband, Tony Sambuccini.  He was a retired 
career firefighter with the Cherry Hill Fire Department and a friend to many members of the Department and he asked everyone to keep 
Kathleen and her family in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence observed. 
 
Public announcements were read by Commissioner Hamilton. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the 6/17/13 Regular Meeting minutes that was seconded by Commissioner 
Ridenour.  The motion was approved by the Board with Commissioner Hamilton abstaining. 
 
Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the 7/15/13 Regular Meeting Minutes that was seconded by Commissioner 
Ridenour.  The motion was approved by the Board with Commissioners Roura and Cornue abstaining. 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 

 Resolution #2013-51 “Appointment of Joseph S. Alesandrini as an Active Member of the Fellowship Fire Company #2 
and the  Mount Laurel Fire Department”.  Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the 
resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Cornue.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by the Board.  Commissioner Roura then administered the oath of office. 

 

 Resolution #2013-52 “Appointment of Edwin J. Recinos  as an Active Member of the Fellowship Fire Company #2 and 
the  Mount Laurel Fire Department”.  Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the 
resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Cornue.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by the Board.  Commissioner Roura then administered the oath of office. 

 
The Board took a brief recess at 8:13 PM so that families of the newly sworn-in members could take photographs and the meeting 
resumed at 8:19 PM. 
 
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
Commissioner Ridenour reported that he had reviewed the August 2013 bills and noted that $676,595.09 in retroactive pay was paid out 
to eligible employees at the end of last month.  He made a motion to approve the August 2013 monthly bills totaling $1,782,274 that was 
seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
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MONTHLY REPORT BY ADMINISTRATOR: 
The Administrator had submitted his monthly report to the Board for their review prior to the meeting.  There were no questions from the 
Board on his report. 
 
 
BOARD QUESTIONS FOR THE CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT: 
Chief of Department Colucci reported that the volunteer staff have requested that the annual LOSAP cost of living increase be approved 
by the Board tonight.  Commissioner Shestack asked him if the cost of living adjustment applied to all LOSAP award levels and 
Administrator Jones replied that it only applies to the maximum pay out amount.  Commissioner Shestack did some quick calculations 
and felt that approving it would only add about $626 to the cost of the program, which he felt was pretty insignificant.  Commissioner 
Shestack made a motion to approve the LOSAP COLA increase of 2% that was seconded by Commissioner Cornue.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board.  
 
Chief of Department Colucci reported that the annual banquet proposals have been reviewed and that there was only a $10 difference 
between The Mansion in Voorhees ($62 per person + 18% gratuity) and The Westin in Mount Laurel ($52 per person plus 18% gratuity) 
and the menus proposed by each were almost identical.  Although the proposal from The Mansion is less expensive, The Westin can 
provide hotel accommodations for those that wish to stay overnight instead of driving home (25 members and their guests took 
advantage of this last year) and it is his recommendation that the Board authorize acceptance of The Westin proposal.  Commissioner 
Shestack asked Solicitor Braslow whether the Board had flexibility to accept the more expensive proposal and Solicitor Braslow 
indicated that we only needed to have 2 cost proposals and if one is slightly higher in price but offers more intangible value, it was up to 
the Board to decide.  Chief of Department Colucci stated that we received other proposals but had narrowed it down to these 2.  
Commissioner Ridenour made a motion to accept the annual banquet cost proposal from The Westin that was seconded by 
Commissioner Cornue.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
Commissioner Roura asked him about the significant mutual aid incidents that we were called in on this past week and how things went.  
Chief of Department Colucci replied that our crews did well and there were no injuries or damage to apparatus at the Delanco Dietz & 
Watson fire or the Seaside Heights boardwalk fire.  Commissioner Roura added that there was some confusion in the newspaper about 
the size of our response to those incidents.  Chief of Department Colucci replied that the Courier Post misrepresented our response and 
that he communicated with the Township Manager about it, assuring her that Mount Laurel was adequately staffed and ready to respond 
locally at all times. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Building and Grounds:  Commissioner Ridenour distributed a draft resolution appointing New Road Construction Management for 
project planning and architectural services for the proposed Facilities Maintenance Bond Issue.  He reported that they had met with us 
and reviewed each of our facilities to understand the maintenance needs that we have at each location.  Administrator Jones added that 
they have the experience and expertise to put together a proposal that the public can vote on at the annual election.  They managed the 
shower reconstruction project at Station 362 a few years ago after the mold problem was remediated and they did a very good job and 
were local.  Commissioner Ridenour added that they were very responsive to the questions that we had and they can do the conceptual 
drawings that we would otherwise have to bring in an architect to do.  They have also committed to working with us to complete the 
proposal by 12/31 for presentation to the public and inclusion in our annual newsletter. 
 
Commissioner Ridenour made a motion to approve Resolution #2013-54 “Resolution Authorizing the Award of a Non-Fair Open 
Contract of Construction Project Planning and Architectural Services in Fiscal Year 2013 to New Road Construction Management 
Company, Inc.” that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS: 
None. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE DISTRICT PROFESSIONALS: 
Solicitor Braslow reported that Senator Sweeney has formed an advisory committee consisting of NJ State Association of Fire District 
members, himself, and a few other individuals to review the important issues of concern to the fire service.  He added that he has 
requested that Administrator Jones be added to this committee because of his longtime experience with Fire District operations.  He will 
report back to the Board as soon as the committee meets. 
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COMMENTS OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS: 
Commissioner Hamilton asked about the recent fire at the Dietz & Watson plant in Delanco and the involvement of the rooftop solar 
panels, which he understands that Mount Laurel has banned.  Chief of Department Colucci stated that the incident was still under 
investigation and that the source of the fire has yet to be determined.  Solicitor Braslow stated that he represents the Delanco Fire 
District and provided some additional details about the incident.  He added that there was definitely a problem with the solar panels and 
there were water supply problems as well.  The Division of Fire Safety is very involved in the investigation and will probably have some 
recommendations about how to handle fires in large buildings that have solar panels on the roof once their investigation is complete.  
Chief of Department Colucci added that Mount Laurel has in the past banned the installation of solar panels only for aesthetic reasons 
and that there will be more training being provided by the County about handling solar panels and we will be sending personnel to this 
training in the coming months. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
None. 
 
 
Resolution #2013-53 “Closing of Meeting Pursuant to Open Public Meetings Act”.  Commissioner Shestack made a motion to 

approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Ridenour.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by the Board. 

 
Commissioner Roura reminded everybody that the Mount Laurel Fall Festival will be held this Saturday @ 11:00 AM at Laurel Acres 
Park and that the Fire Prevention Open House will be held on 10/2/13 at Dick’s Sporting Goods on Nixon Drive.  He added that the 
memorial service for Kathleen Kirvan’s husband will be held on Sunday, 10/6/13 at 11:00 AM at Lenape High School. 
 
Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to adjourn the meeting that was seconded by Commissioner Ridenour.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
THE OPEN SESSION ENDED AT 8:40 PM. 
A CLOSED SESSION BEGAN AT 8:45 PM. 
THE CLOSED SESSION ENDED AT 10:08 PM. 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 10:09 PM. 


