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MOUNT LAUREL FIRE DISTRICT #1 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
August 19, 2013 

Fire Department Headquarters Station 
Meeting Minutes #13 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
1. Commissioner Ridenour 
2. Commissioner Roura 
3. Commissioner Shestack 
4. Commissioner Cornue 
5. Chief of Department Colucci 
6. Deputy Chief Burnett 
7. Administrator Jones 
8. Solicitor Braslow 

 
NOT IN ATTENDANCE: 

1. Commissioner Hamilton 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Cornue at 8:01 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence observed. 
 
Public announcements were read by Commissioner Cornue. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
There were no meeting minutes prepared for review and approval by the Board. 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 

 Resolution #2013-48 “Appointment of Justin Z. Dunn as an ‘Explorer’ Member of the Mount Laurel Fire Department.  
Commissioner Ridenour made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by 
Commissioner Cornue.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 

 Resolution #2013-49 “Appointment of Caleb D. Demree as an ‘Explorer’ Member of the Mount Laurel Fire 
Department.  Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the resolution that was 
seconded by Commissioner Cornue.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
Commissioner Ridenour made a motion to approve the July 2013 monthly bills totaling $500,450.20 that was seconded by 
Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
 
MONTHLY REPORT BY ADMINISTRATOR: 
The Administrator had submitted his monthly report to the Board for their review prior to the meeting.  There were no questions from the 
Board on his report. 
 
 
BOARD QUESTIONS FOR THE CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT: 
Chief of Department Colucci stated that he has received a request from a local Boy Scout Troop leader requesting permission to store 
their trailer at one of our facilities.  He recommended declining the request because of the liability that we would have to assume.  The 
Board discussed it and agreed to offer storage of their trailer for up to 2 months until they can find a permanent storage location, as long 
as they can provide us with a Certificate of Insurance that lists us as an additional insured. 
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Chief of Department Colucci reported that his report also included a request from the volunteers for an increase in their Duty Crew meal 
money amounts because the current nightly amounts no longer cover a majority of their meal expenses.  Commissioner Roura felt that 
their analysis and rationale for an increase seemed sound but that it would probably have to be implemented as part of the 2014 
Budget.  Commissioner Shestack felt that we should be able to find some funds within our current budget to increase it for the balance 
of the year.  Chief of Department Colucci stated that we would need about $1,500 to implement an increase for the balance of this year 
if the Board accepts Captain McCorkle’s recommendation to change the funding formula to reflect the # of members on each night’s 
duty crew at $8.00 each.  Commissioner Roura asked Administrator Jones if he had any input on this issue and Administrator Jones 
replied that we don’t have sufficient funds in the Duty Crew meal money line item to increase the amounts this year without making 
transfers from other line items later this year.  He added that since funding for the Duty Crew meal money program is obtained a month 
in advance, he would need an accurate forecast for anticipated Duty Crew attendance at least a month in advance.  Chief of Department 
Colucci stated that he will meet with Battalion Chief Bigoss, Captain McCorkle and Administrator Jones to work out the details. 
 
Chief of Department Colucci would like to discuss the SAFER grant and sending 3 Officers to the Volunteer and Combination Officers 
Section (VCOS) Conference of the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) in Tampa in November. 
 
He explained that the IAFC conducts has been holding the VCOS symposium for the last few years and that we have never sent anyone 
to it.  The symposium focuses on the administration and management of combination Fire Departments and he recommended sending 
Battalion Chief Bigoss, Captain McCorkle and Deputy Chief Burnett this year.  He estimated the cost to be around $5,000 and Deputy 
Chief Burnett added that the funds would come from a recruitment and retention line items.  Commissioner Ridenour made a motion to 
approve up to a maximum of $6,000 for attendance that was seconded by Commissioner Cornue.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by the Board. 
 
Chief of Department Colucci reported that he would like to submit a 2014 SAFER grant proposal requesting 2 new hires for the Training 
Division in order to provide better training coordination for the career and volunteer staffs.  No matching funds are required and the grant 
would pay for all expenses other than overtime for a 2 year period.  The Board authorized Chief of Department Colucci to submit the 
grant proposal as recommended. 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Information Technology:  Commissioner Roura reported that IT Tech Lupan would be installing a new Exchange server and upgraded 
software over the Labor Day weekend and that our e-mail service would be down during that time. 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS: 
None. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE DISTRICT PROFESSIONALS: 
Solicitor Braslow had nothing to report. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS: 
Commissioner Shestack thanked Firefighter Bob Zmirich for coordinating and managing the softball team this year. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
Battalion Chief Bigoss reported that we had a volunteer team participate in the Firefighter Challenge that was held yesterday in Medford 
and that 2 of our members appeared on Channel 6 news coverage. 
 
Resolution #2013-50 “Closing of Meeting Pursuant to Open Public Meetings Act”.  Commissioner Shestack made a motion to 

approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Ridenour.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by the Board. 

 
THE OPEN SESSION ENDED AT 8:30 PM. 
A CLOSED SESSION BEGAN AT 8:37 PM. 
THE CLOSED SESSION ENDED AT 9:39 PM. 
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Commissioner Roura stated that during the Closed Session, the Board heard a Step 3 grievance from the Union and after thoroughly 
discussing it, the Board decided to deny it.  The denial will be formally drawn up this week and presented to the Union. 
 
Commissioner Shestack made a motion to adjourn the meeting that was seconded by Commissioner Cornue.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:45 PM. 


