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MOUNT LAUREL FIRE DISTRICT #1 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
February 19, 2013 

Fire Department Headquarters Station 
Meeting Minutes #4 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
1. Commissioner Cornue 
2. Commissioner Ridenour 
3. Commissioner Hamilton 
4. Chief of Department Colucci 
5. Deputy Chief Burnett 
6. Administrator Jones 

 
NOT IN ATTENDANCE: 

1. Commissioner Shestack 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Cornue at 8:05 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence observed. 
 
The public announcements were ready by Commissioner Hamilton. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
None. 
 
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS: 
 

 Resolution #2013-08 “Appointment of Allan X. Liu as a Junior Member of the Mount Laurel Fire Department”.  
Commissioner Roura made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by 
Commissioner Ridenour.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

 Resolution #2013-09 “Promotion of Andrew M. Einstein to the Position of Lieutenant”.  Commissioner Roura made a 
motion to approve the resolution that seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
Commissioner Cornue administered the oath of office followed by Captain Evans reading aloud a biography of Lieutenant Einstein. 
 

 Resolution #2013-10 “Promotion of William A. Kayser to the Position of Lieutenant”.  Commissioner Roura made a 
motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion 
was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
Commissioner Cornue administered the oath of office followed by Captain Evans reading aloud a biography of Lieutenant Kayser. 
 

 Resolution #2013-11 “Promotion of Kyle T. Schippers to the Position of Lieutenant for the Year 2013”.  Commissioner 
Roura made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Ridenour.  
The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
Commissioner Cornue administered the oath of office followed by Captain Evans reading aloud a biography of Lieutenant Schippers. 
 

 Resolution #2013-12 “Promotion of Todd C. Evans to the Position of Battalion Chief for the Year 2013”.  
Commissioner Roura made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by 
Commissioner Ridenour.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
Commissioner Cornue administered the oath of office followed by Deputy Chief Burnett reading aloud a biography of Battalion Chief 
Evans 
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PRESENTATION OF “GET FIRED UP FOR LITERACY” PROGRAM CERTIFICATES RECOGNITION: 
Commissioner Cornue explained that this 4 year old program is a partnership and team effort between the Fire Department, Mt. Laurel 
Library, Mt. Laurel Board of Education and several corporate sponsors to encourage Mt. Laurel elementary school students to read over 
the Christmas break.  The student in each grade (1 through 4) at each of the 6 elementary schools that reads the most minutes during 
this break period is deemed the winner.  This year there were 24 winners (4 per school) along with a grand prize winner that was 
randomly selected at each school for a total of 30 winners.  Each student that participates and reads at least 60 minutes received a 
certificate.  The grand prize winners get a ride to school on a fire truck.  This year there were 135 participants that read a grand total of 
83,282 minutes.  Tonight we wanted to recognize and award a certificate to each team member that helped put together the program 
again this year.  In addition, a recognition plaque will be hung in the Mt. Laurel Library, Board of Education Administration Building, 
Larchmont Elementary School (for reading the most minutes) and in the lobby of Fire Headquarters.  He proceeded to recognize Fire 
Department team leader Lieutenant Dan Opizzi, Rick Lombardo (Human Resources Manager of the Mt. Laurel Target Store), Julie 
Binger (Special Projects Manager of the Mt. Laurel Library), Marie Reynolds (Director of Communications for the Mt. Laurel Board of 
Education), Sean Sweeney (Principal of the Larchmont Elementary School), Bill Bekier (Sales Representative of This & That Uniforms) 
and Penny Petty (Awards Manager of the MJ Corporate Sales/Team Gear). 
 
The Board recessed at 8:30 PM for photographs and reconvened the meeting at 8:53 PM. 
 
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
Commissioner Roura reported that he had reviewed the February monthly bills and noted that we paid $7,000 for repairs to the Chief of 
Department’s vehicle this month, which will be reimbursed by the insurance company.  Commissioner Ridenour made a motion to 
approve monthly bills totaling $469,170.12 that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton and unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
 
MONTHLY REPORT BY ADMINISTRATOR: 
Administrator Jones had submitted his monthly report for the Board to review prior to the meeting.  Commissioner Roura asked him how 
the retroactive pay calculations were coming.  Administrator Jones replied that he hoped to begin work on the Support Staff retroactive 
pay calculations before the end of February now that the election is over and the 2013 Budget was approved. 
 
 
BOARD QUESTIONS FOR THE CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT: 
None. 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Training:  Commissioner Ridenour had nothing to report. 
 
Building and Grounds:  Commissioner Ridenour reported that he and Administrator Jones had discussed the Headquarters Meeting 
Room HVAC unit and that Administrator Jones hoped to have the 3 repair and replacement quotes that he needs by the end of next 
week.  Administrator Jones reported that so far he has a quote for almost $7,000 to repair the unit and a quote for around $24,000 to 
completely replace the unit.  He is awaiting a reply from Hutchinson regarding whether the unit qualifies for replacement under the 
Direct Install program where the State pays 70% of the cost. 
 
Fire Prevention:  Commissioner Hamilton had nothing to report. 
 
Insurance:  Commissioner Shestack was absent and Commissioner Hamilton had nothing to report. 
 
Information Technology:  Commissioner Shestack was absent and Commissioner Hamilton had nothing to report. 
 
Community Relations:  Commissioner Shestack was absent and Commissioner Roura had nothing to report. 
 
Equipment:  Commissioner Roura had nothing to report. 
 
Personnel:  Commissioner Cornue had nothing to report. 
 
Long Range Planning:  Commissioner Cornue had nothing to report. 
 
Labor/Management:  Commissioner Cornue had nothing to report. 
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Finance:  Commissioner Roura had nothing to report. 

 
 
OTHER MATTERS: 
Administrator Jones reported that this is the 6th year in a row that our annual budget proposal has been approved by the voters.  There 
was a minor issue with a voting machine at Station 362 that Commissioner Roura took care of.  Commissioner Roura added that there 
was also an issue at Station 361 with a voter that was not in the sign-in books because she had moved back to Mount Laurel after they 
were printed by the County in January.  She had a valid voter registration card from the County but before he could assist her, the poll 
worker turned her away and she was unable to vote.  He asked Administrator Jones what should be done in this situation in the future 
and he replied that in a County-run election, she would have been given a provisional ballot to complete, but they do not provide us with 
provisional ballots.  He will look into it next year to see if we can create a provisional ballot system to handle this kind of situation. 
 
Commissioner Cornue thanked Administrator Jones for all of the hard work and due diligence that he puts into the election each year 
and also thanked the Board members and staff that graciously volunteered their time welcoming and assisting voters throughout the day 
at each polling place.  Commissioner Ridenour added that he put up notices in his community and on their website reminding people 
about the election and felt that we should try to do similar things in other communities.  Administrator Jones advised that we have tried 
to get Homeowners Associations to assist us with election awareness in the past, but it requires a lot of time and effort to hit them all. 
 
Administrator Jones briefed the Board on the impact of Assembly Bill A-1169, which requires that public safety employees and 
volunteers be awarded Workers Compensation benefits on a presumptive basis for a host of illnesses and medical conditions that they 
are not currently covered for unless they can prove that they were contracted on the job.  Our JIF and the MEL is very concerned that 
this new policy could easily double the cost of Workers Compensation insurance for local government agencies and make it very difficult 
to defend against illnesses and medical conditions that are not legitimately work-related.  They have requested each local government 
agency to adopt a resolution opposing the bill and to send a copy of it to their representatives in the Assembly and the Senate as well as 
to the Governor.  He added that our Workers Compensation premium this year is almost $177,000. 
 
Resolution #2013-14 “Resolution Opposing Assembly Bill A-1196”.  Commissioner Roura made a motion to approve the 

resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion was unanimously approved by the 
Board. 

 
COMMENTS OF FIRE DISTRICT PROFESSIONALS: 
None. 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS: 
Commissioner Roura congratulated Commissioner Cornue on re-election to the Board of Fire Commissioners. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
None. 
 
Resolution #2013-13 “Closing of Meeting Pursuant to Open Public Meetings Act”.  Commissioner Roura made a motion to 

approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by the Board. 

 
THE OPEN SESSION ENDED AT 9:25 PM. 
A CLOSED SESSION BEGAN AT 9:26 PM. 
THE CLOSED SESSION ENDED AT 10:17 PM. 
 
Commissioner Roura presented a tentative labor agreement between the Fire District and the Support Staff that he has distributed to the 
Board this evening.  He made a motion to approve the agreement so that it can be signed by the Chairman of the Board following Union 
ratification that was seconded by Commissioner Ridenour.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
Administrator Jones stated that he will prepare a memorialization resolution for the next Board meeting to formally adopt the agreement.  
He also reminded everyone that the next meeting of the Board is 3/5/13, where the Board will swear-in Commissioner Cornue and 
reorganize for 2013. 
 



02/19/13 Regular Meeting  Page  4  of  4 

Chief of Department Colucci reminded everyone that Battalion Chief Kirvan’s last day of work is on Friday 2/22/13 and that his Pass and 
Review Ceremony is set for Saturday 2/23/13 at 10:00 AM. 
 
Commissioner Roura made a motion to adjourn the meeting that was seconded by Commissioner Ridenour.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 10:21 PM. 


