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MOUNT LAUREL FIRE DISTRICT #1 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
January 21, 2013 

Fire Department Headquarters Station 
Meeting Minutes #2 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
1. Commissioner Cornue 
2. Commissioner Ridenour 
3. Commissioner Shestack 
4. Commissioner Hamilton 
5. Chief of Department Colucci 
6. Deputy Chief Burnett 
7. Administrator Jones 
8. Solicitor Braslow 

 
NOT IN ATTENDANCE: 

1. Commissioner Roura 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Cornue at 8:00 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and with Commissioner Cornue asking everyone to keep Masonville Fire Company Life Member 
Ed Grabowski in their thoughts and prayers, a moment of silence was observed. 
 
The public announcements were ready by Commissioner Hamilton. 
 
Commissioner Shestack made a motion to open the Public Hearing on the 2013 Budget that was seconded by Commissioner Ridenour.  
The motion was unanimously approved by the Board.  The Public Hearing began at 8:02 PM. 
 
Resolution #2013-02- “Authorization for the Board of Fire Commissioners to read Budget by Title”.  Commissioner Shestack 

made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
Commissioner Cornue stated that the Board had reviewed the 2013 Budget that had been prepared by the Finance Committee back in 
November and December and that this was their final opportunity to discuss it.  He asked if anybody had any comments or questions. 
Commissioner Shestack thanked the members of the Finance Committee and specifically Commissioner Roura as the Chairman of the 
Committee, Administrator Jones, Chief of Department Colucci and Deputy Chief Burnett.  He added that putting together the annual 
budget takes a lot of work and time and that there are many expenses that the Board has no control over.  He was happy to see that for 
the 3rd consecutive year the Board can present a budget with no tax rate increase to our taxpayers, which was something that he felt 
very few other government agencies could say that they’ve been able to do during these economic times.  On top of that 
accomplishment, we are still adding staff and making sure that we have adequate resources to protect our taxpayers.  Commissioner 
Cornue seconded his comments and thanked him for all of the experience and knowledge that he brings to this process and to the 
Board.  He added that around August each year he starts thinking about the next years’ budget and then the Finance Committee starts 
meeting and generates a well thought out blueprint for the Board.  He agreed that we have a good process in place and he thanked 
everybody for their efforts. 
 
He asked the public if they had any comments or questions about the 2013 Budget for the Board. 
 
Battalion Chief Bigoss asked about the 2011 Apparatus Capital Lease payments shown on page SS7 and why they fluctuated so much 
in the early years.  Administrator Jones confirmed that these payments were for the new KME apparatus and that the initial 2011 figures 
were based on estimated financing costs and that the figures for 2012 and beyond were based on the actual lease agreement payment 
schedule, which reflected better interest rates than we had anticipated in 2011.  Commissioner Shestack added that the annual principal 
payment increases each year as the annual interest payment decreases, much like a home mortgage payment.  Battalion Chief Bigoss 
asked if the annual payment remained the same from year to year and Administrator Jones confirmed that it remains flat for the full 10 
years of the lease.  He added that the State DCA questioned this Capital Lease when they reviewed our budget and were satisfied with 
the payment schedule after he e-mailed them a copy of lease financing. 
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Doug Jones stated that he felt that the 2013 Budget looks great and gave kudos to the Department Chiefs and everybody that had 
helped put it together.  He stated that he had some experience with our budgets and knew how much of a pain it can be to come up with 
the final product but it looks like everyone did an excellent job.  Commissioners Shestack and Cornue both thanked him for his 
comments. 
 
Commissioner Shestack made a motion to close the 2013 Budget Public Hearing that was seconded by Commissioner Ridenour.  The 
motion was unanimously approved by the Board.  The Public Hearing closed at 8:12 PM. 
 
Resolution #2013-03 “2013 Adopted Budget Resolution Mount Laurel Fire District #1, Fiscal Year:  From January 1, 2013 to 

December 31, 2013”.  Commissioner Shestack asked Solicitor Braslow if Commissioner Roura could vote 
on the resolution if he shows up before we adjourn the meeting and Solicitor Braslow replied that the vote 
on the resolution could only include those Commissioners that were present now.  He added that 
Commissioner Roura could state how he would have voted if he does arrive but the record will only record 
the vote of those present at this moment.  Commissioner Shestack made a motion to adopt the resolution 
that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  Commissioner Hamilton took a roll call vote:  
Commissioner Shestack voted ‘aye’, Commissioner Ridenour voted ‘aye’, Commissioner Hamilton voted 
‘aye’ and Commissioner Cornue voted ‘aye’.  Commissioner Roura was not present and will be marked 
down as ‘absent’ for the roll call vote. 

 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Commissioner Ridenour made a motion to approve the 12/3/12 Special Meeting Minutes that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  
The motion was unanimously approved by the Board with Commissioner Shestack abstaining. 
 
Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the 12/17/12 Regular Meeting Minutes that was seconded by Commissioner 
Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board with Commissioner Ridenour abstaining. 
 
 
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS: 
 
Resolution #2013-04 “Authorized Signatories for Bank Accounts”.  Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the 

resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Ridenour.  The motion was unanimously approved by the 
Board. 

 
Resolution #2013-05 “Resolution to Approve the 2012 LOSAP Program Final Certified List of Eligible Volunteer Members”.  

Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner 
Hamilton.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
Administrator Jones reported that Commissioner Roura had reviewed the monthly bills and that he had no questions or comments. 
Commissioner Ridenour made a motion to approve the December 2012 End of Year bills totaling $437,009.83 and the January 2013 
bills totaling $528,436.70 that was seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board.  
 
 
MONTHLY REPORT BY ADMINISTRATOR: 
The Administrator had submitted his monthly report to the Board for their review prior to the meeting.  There were no questions from the 
Board on his report.  Administrator Jones added that candidate petitions for the single open 3 year seat on the Board at the annual 
election ballot were due at the deadline last Friday at 4:00 PM and that 2 candidate petitions had been received:  incumbent John 
Cornue and challenger Douglas Jones. 
 
 
BOARD QUESTIONS FOR THE CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT: 
Chief of Department Colucci reported that his Department vehicle was involved in a motor vehicle accident early yesterday morning 
while parked in front of his residence when it was struck by another vehicle.  The driver of the other vehicle appeared to be driving while 
impaired and was arrested at the scene by the MLPD.  He had our vehicle towed to Hainesport Auto in Hainesport where it will be 
repaired once our insurance adjuster takes a look at it. 
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He reported that he, Commissioner Cornue, Solicitor Braslow, Deputy Chief Burnett and Administrator Jones met with KME 
representatives last week regarding the quint apparatus that had not yet been delivered.  The meeting was productive and we expect to 
hear from them within the next 2 weeks about how they propose to make the vehicle acceptable and meet our contract specifications. 
 
He reported that the invitation responses to the upcoming Department banquet are due back to Personnel Assistant Delp this week. 
 
He added that he just provided Solicitor Braslow with some information on the Houston Apparatus Co-Op Program that we had talked 
about at the last meeting.  Solicitor Braslow stated that he will call the DCA tomorrow because what he sees here is not what he has 
been told by DCA representatives.  Chief of Department Colucci added that, if acceptable, this program may give us another venue to 
use in making major apparatus purchases and avoid the bidding process required by NJ Local Public Contract law. 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Commissioner Cornue reported that development of the annual newsletter had been completed and that a 1st draft was included with 
tonight’s meeting agenda.  He hoped that everybody had a chance to review it.  Administrator Jones added that he would like to gather 
any additional comments tonight so that he could get this wrapped up first thing in the morning and release the final draft to the printer.  
Chief of Department Colucci felt that this year’s newsletter is more of a positive vehicle to let the public know what we have and are 
doing and that we are not asking them for anything.  Commissioner Shestack had a concern about whether by listing the names of those 
that helped out with the Hurricane Sandy donation effort, were we running a risk of alienating somebody if we left them out or if they just 
didn’t sign in.  Chief of Department Colucci stated that there is a slight chance that this could happen, but some people didn’t want to 
sign in and we don’t have their names. 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS: 
None. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE DISTRICT PROFESSIONALS: 
Solicitor Braslow stated that he expected 2013 to be an extremely busy year for legislation by the State.  There are a lot of bills pending 
that are good and bad, many of which he expects will get to the Governor’s desk for consideration. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS: 
None. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
None. 
 
 
Resolution #2013-06 “Closing of Meeting Pursuant to Open Public Meetings Act”.  Commissioner Shestack made a motion to 

approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by the Board. 

 
THE OPEN SESSION ENDED AT 8:26 PM. 
A CLOSED SESSION BEGAN AT 8:37 PM. 
THE CLOSED SESSION ENDED AT 8:54 PM. 
 
Commissioner Ridenour made a motion to adjourn the meeting that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:56 PM. 
unanimously approved by the Board. 


