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MOUNT LAUREL FIRE DISTRICT #1 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
November 19, 2012 

Fire Department Headquarters Station 
Meeting Minutes #20 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
1. Commissioner Cornue 
2. Commissioner Ridenour 
3. Commissioner Shestack 
4. Commissioner Hamilton 
5. Commissioner Roura (arrived @ 8:37 PM) 
6. Chief of Department Colucci 
7. Deputy Chief Burnett 
8. Administrator Jones 
9. Solicitor Braslow 

 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Cornue at 8:03 PM.  He asked everybody to keep the Blair family in their thoughts 
and prayers due to the loss of Firefighter Blair’s father. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence observed. 
 
The public announcements were ready by Commissioner Hamilton. 
 
Commissioner Cornue switched the order of items on the agenda and proceeded to administer the oath of office to Firefighter Benjamin 
Q. Campbell.  Commissioner Hamilton read Resolution #2012-67, which was previously read and approved by the Board at the 11/5/12 
Special Meeting. 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 

 Resolution #2012-69 “Resolution to Recognize the Service and Dedication of B. James Nash to the Mount Laurel Fire 
District #1 as a Member of the Board of Fire Commissioners”.  Commissioner Shestack made a 
motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion 
was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

 Resolution #2012-70 “Resolution to Recognize the Service and Dedication of Kathleen Shapiro to the Mount Laurel 
Fire District #1 as a Member of the Board of Fire Commissioners”.  Commissioner Hamilton 
made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The 
motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

 Resolution #2012-71 “Promotion of Christopher Burnett to the Position of Deputy Chief for the Year 2012.  
Commissioner Ridenour made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by 
Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
 
The Board took a short recess at 8:21 PM for the family members to take pictures and reconvened the meeting at 8:45 PM.  
Commissioner Roura arrived during the recess at 8:37 PM. 
 
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
Commissioner Roura reported that he had reviewed the monthly bills for November and found everything to be in order.  Commissioner 
Shestack made a motion to approve monthly bills totaling $467,703 that was seconded by Commissioner Cornue.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board.  Commissioner Shestack noted that we are well under budget on expenses and asked 
Administrator Jones if we had any bond payments left to pay.  Administrator Jones replied that all of our big ticket items have been paid 
for and that the only large remaining expenditures would be for fire equipment and turnout gear over the next few weeks. 
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MONTHLY REPORT BY ADMINISTRATOR: 
The Administrator had submitted his monthly report to the Board for their review prior to the meeting.  Administrator Jones informed the 
Board that he has been summoned for jury duty on 11/28 and hoped that it would not last more than a day. 
 
 
BOARD QUESTIONS FOR THE CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT: 
Chief of Department Colucci thanked the Board for their support during the 11/8/12 Hurricane Sandy relief drive that we conducted.  In 
the end, we were able to fill 3 53’ box trailers with 1 going to Toms River and 2 going to Manahawkin.  We also filled 4 Salvation Army 
24’ box trucks with used clothing and 1 personal trailer with 2 pallets of cleaning supplies that also went to Toms River.  Monetary 
donations were turned away because we were not set up to account for them.  He has asked Secretary Richardson to transcribe a list of 
the volunteers that signed in and that he would like to do something to recognize their efforts.  It was recommended that we submit a 
thank you “Letter to the Editor” to the local newspapers.  A professor from the University of New York will be interviewing Chief of 
Department Colucci, Captain Santone and Firefighter Moyer about how this all came about.  This professor studies major disaster 
events and the relief efforts that take place afterwards. 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS: 
Commissioner Hamilton asked about an e-mail that he had recently received that announced that the arbitration award should be 
forthcoming soon and whether this was the current CBA arbitration that started 4 years ago.  Chief of Department Colucci clarified that 
the CBA’s have been in arbitration for the last 18 months or so and that those CBA’s expired almost 3 years ago.  Solicitor Braslow 
suggested that this discussion might be better held in Closed Session depending on how much detail was going to be discussed. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE DISTRICT PROFESSIONALS: 
Solicitor Braslow informed the Board that his son has passed his Florida and New Jersey bar exams and will be sworn in Tuesday 
evening.  He advised the Board that his son may be joining him at the Board’s December meeting. 
 
He reported that there are a number of bills in various stages of consideration in Trenton and some were scheduled for movement, 
including Senator Sweeney’s bill regarding consolidation.  There have been a lot of committee hearings and a lot of discussions but 
nothing fire-related has moved to the Governor’s desk for his signature. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS: 
Commissioners Roura and Cornue congratulated Deputy Chief Burnett on his permanent appointment. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
None. 
 
Resolution #2012-72 “Closing of Meeting Pursuant to Open Public Meetings Act”.  Commissioner Roura motion to approve the 

resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the 
Board. 

 
THE OPEN SESSION ENDED AT 8:54 PM. 
A CLOSED SESSION BEGAN AT 8:55 PM. 
THE CLOSED SESSION ENDED AT 9:43 PM. 
 
The Board excused Administrator Jones and Chief of Department Colucci from the meeting so that they could discuss their 
management contracts in Closed Session.  The minutes of these discussions will be attached when they are made available. 
 
Commissioner Roura made a motion to approve the management contracts for the Chief of Department and Deputy Chief according to 
resolution language drafted by Solicitor Braslow that was seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by the Board. 
 
Commissioner Shestack made a motion to adjourn the meeting that was seconded by Commissioner Roura.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:47 PM. 


