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MOUNT LAUREL FIRE DISTRICT #1 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
October 15, 2012 

Fire Department Headquarters Station 
Meeting Minutes #18 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

1. Commissioner Cornue 
2. Commissioner Ridenour 
3. Commissioner Roura 
4. Commissioner Shestack 
5. Chief of Department Colucci 
6. Deputy Chief Burnett 
7. Administrator Jones 
8. Solicitor Braslow 

 
NOT IN ATTENDANCE: 

1. Commissioner Hamilton 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Cornue at 8:02 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence observed. 
 
The public announcements were read by Commissioner Ridenour. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 

 Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the 10/1/12 Special Meeting minutes that was seconded by Commissioner 
Roura.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
 
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS: 

 Resolution #2012-63 “Appointment of Roshan P. Vasoya as an ‘Explorer’ Member of the Mount Laurel Fire 
Department.  Commissioner Roura made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded 
by Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
Commissioner Roura reported that he had reviewed the September monthly bills and found all to be in order.  He noted that the first 
annual payment of $223,780.50 due on 11/1/12 for the new apparatus Capital Lease was included in this month’s bills.  Commissioner 
Ridenour made a motion to approve the September monthly bills totaling $689,278.76 that was seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  
The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
 
MONTHLY REPORT BY ADMINISTRATOR: 
The Administrator had submitted his monthly report to the Board for their review prior to the meeting.  Commissioner Roura reported 
that the Finance Committee had met to discuss the 2013 Budget Proposal for the second time prior to tonight’s meeting and that they 
were making good progress and anticipated that the Board should be receiving their budget books fairly soon.  There are still a couple of 
unknowns that need to be resolved before we can wrap it up completely, including updated property tax ratable information from the 
Township, the 2013 JIF insurance renewal and the State budget format spreadsheet.  The Finance Committee feels that if nothing 
unexpected comes from these items, we should be able to keep the tax rate stable for the 3rd year in a row.  He hoped the rest of the 
Board can review their budget proposal binders and consult with management staff if they have any questions.  Commissioner Cornue 
asked Administrator Jones what the deadline was for submission of the budget to the State and he replied that it was due around the 
date of our December Regular Meeting.  He added that there are several Capital Improvement Program items in the budget proposal, so 
we will have to hold a Special Election at the 12/3 Special Meeting to gain voter approval for inclusion of the Capital Improvement 
Program in the 2013 Budget so that the voters can vote on it in February. 
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BOARD QUESTIONS FOR THE CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT: 
Chief of Department Colucci thanked everyone for a job well done at the Fire Prevention Open House on 10/10/12.  Commissioner 
Cornue added that Fire Marshal Kownatsky and our leadership did a great job with a nice showing by the public. 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS: 
Commissioner Cornue referred to an e-mail he had received from Battalion Chief Collier regarding International Association of Fire 
Chief’s Foundation scholarship awards.  Chief of Department Colucci reported that one of our Junior Members, Andrew Gerber, was 1 
of 7 that received a scholarship award from this foundation this year. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE DISTRICT PROFESSIONALS: 
Solicitor Braslow reported that there is a significant amount of fire service related legislation on the legislature’s agenda and a number of 
hearings have been held, but nothing has so far made it to the Governor’s desk to be signed. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS: 
Commissioner Ridenour reported that he has met with Captain Fox regarding our training program and they reviewed many of the same 
items that Captain Evans had previously discussed with him.  He stressed his desire for a wide range of training opportunities being 
available to members of the Department.  Commissioner Shestack reported that for the last 60 days, he and IT Technician Lupan have 
been testing the new Windows 8 operating system, which will be officially released this month. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
None. 
 
 
Resolution #2012-64 “Closing of Meeting Pursuant to Open Public Meetings Act”.  A motion to approve the resolution was made 

by Commissioner Roura and seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by the Board. 

 
THE OPEN SESSION ENDED AT 8:15 PM. 
A CLOSED SESSION BEGAN AT 8:17 PM. 
THE CLOSED SESSION ENDED AT 8:28 PM. 
 
Commissioner Shestack stated that in the past, Board members have been provided with a sports jacket along with a nameplate and a 
badge for identification.  This program was interrupted for a few years when several members of the Board refused to go along with this 
dress code.  On several occasions since then, the Board has discussed reviving an identification program for members of the Board so 
that the public knows who they are at public events the Department attends, especially when the rank and file membership are wearing 
their Class A uniforms.  Commissioner Ridenour felt that being clearly identifiable to the public is important for the Board and that we 
should re-institute a program to do so.  Administrator Jones stated there is $1,000 in the budget this year for Commissioner Identification 
if the Board wants to use it.  Commissioner Shestack added that several years ago he made a list of the equipment that Commissioners 
should be provided with, which included a pager, badge, Job Shirt, T-Shirt, nameplate, ID card and a few other things that each new 
Commissioner would get when they are elected.  Former Chief of Department Dukes had strong opinions on this issue and nothing was 
formally adopted to implement the program.  He hadn’t spoken with former Chief of Department Gallos about it during his term and he 
hadn’t yet spoken with Chief of Department Colucci about it.  Chief of Department Colucci stated that whatever the Commissioners 
wanted to do for identification is up to them and he was okay with it.  Commissioner Shestack stated that he will review the list again and 
have something ready for the next meeting and didn’t see it costing more than $150 per Commissioner. 
 
Commissioner Roura made a motion to adjourn the meeting that was seconded by Commissioner Ridenour.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:34 PM. 


