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MOUNT LAUREL FIRE DISTRICT #1 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
June 18, 2012 

Fire Department Headquarters Station 
Meeting Minutes #11 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
1. Commissioner Cornue  
2. Commissioner Ridenour 
3. Commissioner Roura 
4. Commissioner Shestack 
5. Commissioner Hamilton 
6. Administrator Jones 
7. Chief of Department Colucci 
8. Solicitor Braslow 

 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Cornue at 8:02 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence observed. 
 
The public announcements were read by Commissioner Hamilton. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Commissioner Ridenour made a motion to approve the 6/6/12 Special Meeting minutes that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  
Commissioner Shestack noted that the minutes indicate that he seconded a motion to approve the 5/21/12 Regular Meeting minutes but that he had 
actually abstained from voting and was not sure who provided a second.  The Administrator noted the correction and indicated that he would 
determine who provided the second.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF RECOGNITION AWARD BY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: 
Commissioner Cornue stated that members of the Knights of Columbus organization were in attendance this evening to recognize the efforts of one 
of our volunteer members.  He introduced Bill O’Donnell and Mike Miller of the Knights of Columbus and asked Battalion Chief Pat Bigoss to come 
forward.  Bill O’Donnell explained that each year the Knights of Columbus honor a member of the Police Department, Fire Department and EMS 
Service for their volunteer efforts in our community.  He added that the Knights of Columbus is also a volunteer organization and that their motto is 
‘In Service to One, In Service to All’ and that they understand the value of the efforts volunteers like Battalion Chief Bigoss contribute.  They are 
happy to recognize Battalion Chief Bigoss this year and they presented him with a Certificate of Appreciation for his contributions to the community. 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 

 Resolution #2012-38 “Appointment of Daniel A. Edwards as a Active Member of the Masonville Fire Company #1 and the Mount 
Laurel Fire Department.”  Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the resolution that was 
seconded by Commissioner Roura.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

 Resolution #2012-39 “Appointment of Daniel Novak as a ‘Junior’ Member of the Mount Laurel Fire Department.”  Commissioner 
Hamilton made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Roura.  The motion 
was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
 

 Resolution #2012-40 “Appointment of Robert B. Haas, Jr. to the Position of Firefighter for the Year 2012”.  Commissioner Ridenour 
made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Roura.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board and Commissioner Cornue administered the oath of office. 

 

 Resolution #2012-41 “Appointment of Scott E. Callahan to the Position of Firefighter for the Year 2012”. Commissioner Hamilton 
made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board and Commissioner Cornue administered the oath of office. 
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 Resolution #2012-42 “Appointment of Steven Rockhill to the Position of Mechanic Fire Apparatus for the Year 2012”.  
Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner 
Ridenour.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board and Commissioner Cornue administered the 
oath of office. 

 
The Board recessed at 8:24 PM to allow the families of the members to take photographs and reconvened the meeting at 8:42 PM. 
 

 Resolution #2012-43 “Acceptance of Audit Report for 2012”.  Commissioner Ridenour made a motion to approve the resolution 
that was seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
 

 Resolution #2012-44 “Authorization for the Sale of Surplus Vehicle Assets”.  Commissioner Roura made a motion to approve the 
resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion was unanimously approved by the 
Board. 

 
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
Commissioner Roura reported that he had reviewed the monthly bills prepared by the Administrator and found everything to be in order.  He noted 
that repairs to the Headquarters emergency generator and Station 363 overhead doors had been made this month.  Administrator Jones added that 
the generator issue involved an intermittent start-up problem that appears to have been resolved through installation of fuel line check valves.  He 
added that the overhead door problem involved replacement of the original springs on the Battalion Chief overhead door, which gets more cycles 
than any of the other doors. 
 
Commissioner Ridenour made a motion to approve the May monthly bills totaling $449,077.80 that was seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The 
motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
Commissioner Roura noted that he will be on vacation next month and will not be attending the 7/16/12 Regular Meeting.  Commissioner Shestack 
noted that he will be out of town on business and unable to attend as well. 
 
 
MONTHLY REPORT BY ADMINISTRATOR: 
The Administrator had submitted his monthly report to the Board for their review prior to the meeting.  He added that he had spoken with Chief of 
Department Colucci and Commissioner Cornue last week about the 7/2/12 Special Meeting and whether it was necessary or not.  In the past few 
years we have cancelled this meeting so that the staff and Board members have a bigger window to take time off for vacations and because the 
agenda during the summer months is usually light.  He stated that the meeting was advertised and is on the calendar just in case it was needed.   
 
Commissioner Roura made a motion to cancel the 7/2/12 Special Meeting that was seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
Commissioner Cornue noted that the next meeting will be on 7/16/12.  Administrator Jones reported that the surplus asset auction at the on-line 
auction site ‘GovDeals’ ends on 6/22/12 @ Noon and that we were advised that bidding can be very active during the final minutes of the auction as 
one bidder tries to trump other bidders at the last minute.  He felt that we are getting some good bids on the items we are selling and that this was a 
good way for us to get something for equipment we are not using anymore.  He prepared tonight’s resolution to put the 3 apparatus being replaced 
up for sale by auction in order to get that project started and he hoped to have them up in early July.  This should give us time to consider our 
options in the event that we don’t get acceptable bids.  Commissioner Ridenour asked him if the apparatus being replaced would be stripped of 
equipment when they are put up for sale.  Administrator Jones replied that almost all of the loose equipment would be removed and much of it would 
remain in service with the new apparatus.  This process requires a coordinated effort between the Training Division and the Shop in getting 
operators trained on the apparatus and the equipment mounted and is usually the final step in the process of putting new apparatus in service. 
 
Commissioner Roura asked Administrator Jones when he expected to get started on the 2013 Budget and he replied that he was looking at a late 
August/early September time frame.  He added that he hoped that we will have the arbitration ruling in hand soon so that he can accurately calculate 
2013 salaries and benefits, which constitutes about 75% of the budget.  Without a decision, it will become more difficult because it will be the 4th year 
of estimates that he will have to use, making it difficult to accurately budget for retroactive pay and because of compounding, it will require more 
money to be set aside in the 2013 Budget for salaries and benefits.  He reported that Counsel Biviano has been in contact with the Union attorney 
and that they were in favor of sending the arbitrator a joint letter next week asking him when we can expect his decision.  Commissioner Roura 
asked if the letter was going to the arbitrator or the head of PERC.  Administrator Jones replied that he believes it will go directly to the arbitrator. 
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Commissioner Hamilton asked him if this has really been going on for 4 years and Administrator Jones clarified that the current CBA’s expired on 
12/31/09, which means that we are estimating our retroactive labor costs for 2010, 2011 and 2012 with 2013 being the 4th year.  Commissioner 
Hamilton was surprised that the arbitrator isn’t required to issue their decision in a much shorter time frame.  Commissioner Roura replied that all 
new arbitration cases require arbitrators to issue a ruling within 45 days, but our arbitration case was initiated before the new statute was adopted 
and the arbitrator is not limited in how long he has to issue a ruling.  Administrator Jones added that Counsel Biviano had advised us in the 
beginning of the process that we should expect to wait 15 to 18 months after the July 2011 arbitration hearing for the ruling from this arbitrator. 
 
 
BOARD QUESTIONS FOR THE CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT: 
None. 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS: 
None. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE DISTRICT PROFESSIONALS: 
Solicitor Braslow reported that there is a significant amount of legislation that is being debated in Legislature Committees but with the summer recess 
approaching, he doubted if anything would come out before they recess. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS: 
Commissioner Roura expressed his condolences to Jessica Hoffman and her family on the loss of her father last week.  Commissioner Shestack 
reported that he, Commissioner Roura and Chief of Department Colucci attended the Fellowship Fire Company #2 barbeque on 6/9/12 and that it 
was a nice time with good food and camaraderie.  He appreciated the efforts of the volunteers in putting the event together and felt that it was 
something that we should do more often.  Commissioner Cornue expressed his condolences to Chris Burnett’s family on the loss of his uncle. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
Fellowship Fire Company President Guelich reported that the 6/9/12 barbeque was a very nice night and that they would like to hold quarterly events 
for the volunteers and their families so that they can get together and build on their relationships with each other.  He thanked Chief of Department 
Colucci for working with him to put these kinds of things together and that the next event may be a trip to the 9/11 Memorial in New York City in the 
fall.  He felt that these events were a good volunteer retention tool and if nothing else it allowed them to get together to relax and have a good time.  
He thanked the Board for their support. 
 
Commissioners Roura and Ridenour complimented Battalion Chief Bigoss on his Knights of Columbus recognition award tonight, thanking him for 
his service to the Department and the Community. 
 
Commissioner Shestack noted that Lt. Maschke and his platoon were busy this past week and had actually delivered a baby.  Chief of Department 
Colucci confirmed that they have had a busy few days and that everything turned out great for the mother and the baby.  Commissioner Shestack 
asked Chief of Department Colucci to congratulate them on their efforts and the job that they did. 
 

 Resolution # 2012-45 “Closing of Meeting Pursuant to Open Public Meetings Act”.  Commissioner Roura made a motion to approve 
the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the 
Board. 

 
Commissioner Roura made a motion to adjourn the meeting that was seconded by Commissioner Hamilton.  The motion was unanimously approved 
by the Board. 
 
THE OPEN SESSION ENDED AT 9:05 PM. 
A CLOSED SESSION BEGAN AT 9:06 PM. 
THE CLOSED SESSION ENDED AT 9:30 PM. 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:31 PM. 


