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MOUNT LAUREL FIRE DISTRICT #1 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
April 16, 2012 

Fire Department Headquarters Station 
Meeting Minutes #8 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

1. Commissioner Cornue 
2. Commissioner Roura 
3. Commissioner Shestack 
4. Commissioner Hamilton 
5. Commissioner Ridenour 
6. Chief of Department Colucci 
7. Administrator Jones 
8. Solicitor Braslow 

 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Cornue at 8:05 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence observed. 
 
The public announcements were read by Commissioner Hamilton. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
None. 
 
 
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS: 

 Resolution #2012-25 “Appointment of Kyle D. Steinmetz as an ‘Explorer’ Member of the Mount Laurel Fire 
Department”.  Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the resolution that was 
seconded by Commissioner Ridenour.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

 Resolution #2012-26 “Establishment of the Paid Position of Personnel Assistant for the Mount Laurel Fire District #1 
(Second Reading)”.  Commissioner Hamilton asked what responsibilities that this position would 
have and Commissioner Cornue replied that the focus would be on volunteer recruitment and 
retention.  Commissioner Shestack made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded 
by Commissioner Roura.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
Commissioner Shestack asked Chief of Department Colucci how many applications we have received and he replied that he thought that 
over 20 have been submitted so far and that 4/23 is the submission deadline.  At that point he will meet with the volunteer staff to begin 
reviewing the applications and start the vetting process.  Commissioner Shestack asked what the anticipated start date was and Chief of 
Department Colucci replied that it would probably be around 7/1 depending on how many and how long the background investigations 
take. 
 
Chief of Department Colucci asked Commissioner Cornue if he had another resolution to be read and Administrator Jones apologized 
that this resolution was a last minute addition to the tonight’s agenda and that he had forgotten to distribute them.  Chief of Department 
Colucci apologized for not asking Administrator Jones to put it on the agenda last week when the Board packets were prepared. 
 

 Resolution #2012-28 “Provisional Appointment of William A. Kayser to the Position of Lieutenant”.  Commissioner 
Ridenour made a motion to approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner 
Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
Commissioner Roura reported that he had reviewed the bills for the month of April and asked why we were reimbursing a member for 
EMT tuition that he paid to another Fire Department because he thought that Mount Laurel EMS was handling that training for us now.  
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Chief of Department Colucci replied that they are not doing the initial EMT training for us just yet and that this member had taken the 
course last winter and had forgotten to submit his tuition bill for reimbursement. 
 
Commissioner Hamilton questioned the fire hydrant rental fees and why we pay that expense.  Solicitor Braslow replied that they are a 
permissible charge in the eyes of the Board of Public Utilities and over the years this issue has been unsuccessfully argued by many Fire 
Districts that felt it was inappropriate.  He added that he has represented the New Jersey State Association of Fire Districts for many 
years, and on behalf of all Fire Districts he has argued against this fee with the Board of Public Utilities on a number of occasions and he 
has never been successful.  He felt that the problem was that this charge is a significant source of revenue for many Water Departments 
and if they could not collect these annual maintenance fees to maintain fire hydrants from Fire Districts, they would have to increase the 
utility rates of their customers.  Their claim is that since fire hydrants benefit every property by providing water for firefighting, it is a 
charge that everyone should pay through their property taxes and should not depend on whether they get their water from the Water 
Department or not because many people get their drinking water from a well on their property. 
 
Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the monthly bills for April totaling $670,144.26 that was seconded by Commissioner 
Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
 
MONTHLY REPORT BY ADMINISTRATOR: 
Commissioner Cornue reported that the Headquarters lighting upgrade looks great and Administrator Jones added that all of the 
applications have been approved by the State and we are awaiting delivery of the new HVAC equipment. 
 
 
BOARD QUESTIONS FOR CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT: 
Chief of Department Colucci had submitted his monthly report to the Board for their review prior to the meeting.  There were no 
questions about his report from the Board. 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS: 
None. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE DISTRICT PROFESSIONALS: 
Solicitor Braslow reported that the Deputy Director of the DCA, Mark Pfeifer, has now retired and it has been rumored that his 
replacement will be a political appointee with no knowledge of the fire service.  As far as legislation goes, many bills of interest to the fire 
service have been submitted but nothing has moved yet.  He will be meeting next week with Senator VanDrew to go over several pieces 
of legislation that are of interest to us and will try his best to make the case about what is important to us.  Commissioner Shestack 
stated that he has heard that Governor Christie has proposed legislation that Fire Districts should start charging for their services.  
Solicitor Braslow replied that he had not heard that but would look into it because we should be able to recover costs from those people 
who use them but are not our taxpayers – this would be very helpful as long as we could exempt residents already paying the Fire 
District tax from being charged for our services. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS: 
Commissioner Ridenour reported that he has been in contact with Captain Evans regarding training and hoped to have something 
outlined for the next meeting. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
Commissioner Roura asked if anybody had any idea how last Saturday’s Shrimp & Wing Night fundraiser at Masonville went.  Fellowship 
Fire Company President Guelich hadn’t spoken with Masonville Fire Company President Tremper about it yet but from what he 
observed, it was not well attended.  He has been to a number of those fundraisers over the years and they were always packed.  He felt 
that maybe it wasn’t well advertised because he only saw an e-mail invitation come out about it. 
 
 
Resolution #2012-27 “Closing of Meeting Pursuant to Open Public Meetings Act”.  Commissioner Roura made a motion to 

approve the resolution that was seconded by Commissioner Ridenour.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by the Board. 

 
THE OPEN SESSION ADJOURNED AT 8:31 PM. 
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A CLOSED SESSION BEGAN AT 8:32 PM. 
THE CLOSED SESSION ADJOURNED AT 8:47 PM. 
 
Commissioner Shestack asked Solicitor Braslow how the Fire Prevention Specialist UFD Memorandum of Understanding should be 
voted on for approval and he replied that it could be done by motion. 
 
Commissioner Roura made a motion that the Board approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the Board and the Union 
regarding the salary guide for the Fire Prevention Specialist UFD position and authorizing the Board Chairman to sign off on it that was 
seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
Commissioner Cornue reported that he and Commissioner Shestack had received invitations to the Mount Laurel EMS banquet on 
Saturday, 4/21/12 and that neither of them were able to attend.  He asked if any other Board member would be interested in attending 
but none of the other Board members were available.  Chief of Department Colucci stated that due to a prior commitment, he was also 
unable to attend and was hoping that Deputy Chief Burnett would be able to go. 
 
Commissioner Roura made a motion to adjourn the meeting that was seconded by Commissioner Shestack.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:53 PM. 


