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MOUNT LAUREL FIRE DISTRICT #1 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 
January 16, 2012 

Fire Department Headquarters Station 
Meeting Minutes #2 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

1. Commissioner Cornue 
2. Commissioner Nash 
3. Commissioner Roura 
4. Chief of Department Colucci 
5. Deputy Chief Burnett 
6. Administrator Jones 
7. Solicitor Braslow 

 
NOT IN ATTENDANCE: 

1. Commissioner Shapiro 
2. Commissioner Shestack 

 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Cornue at 8:03 PM. 
 
Commissioner Cornue sadly reported that last weekend Masonville Member Richard VanSciver Sr. passed away after a valiant battle 
with cancer.  He read aloud an e-mail from Masonville Fire Company #1 President Rich Tremper. 
 
“Brothers and Sisters, 
 
It is with deep regret and much sadness that I inform you of the passing of Richard L. “Choo-Choo” Van Sciver Sr., who quietly passed 
away at home this morning at approximately 11:15 AM and was surrounded by his family and friends. 
 
Rick was a Life Member of Masonville Fire Company #1, joining the Fire Company in the mid 1970’s and active with the Mount Laurel 
Fire Department until his health prevented him from serving several years ago. 
 
Rick was a Life Member Delegate of the NJ State Firemen‘s Association and also served as the Secretary of the Masonville Fire 
Company.  Rick also headed the company’s Parade and Antique Ladder Committees.  If not for his efforts, along with others, we would 
not have such a proud, historical piece of apparatus to show off.” 
 
A moment of silence was observed. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
The Public Announcements were read by Commissioner Roura. 
 
Commissioner Roura made a motion to open the 2012 Budget Public Hearing, which was seconded by Commissioner Nash.  The 
motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
Commissioner Cornue opened the 2012 Budget Public Hearing at 8:06 PM. 
 
Resolution #2012-03 “Authorization for the Board of Fire Commissioners to read Budget by Title”.  Commissioner Roura made a 

motion to approve the resolution, which was seconded by Commissioner Nash.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
Commissioner Cornue provided the audience with a brief overview of the 2012 Budget and stated that with the continuing state of 
today’s economy, the Mount Laurel Fire District is more vigilant than ever in minding expenditures and managing costs.  The 
management team has adjusted 2012 spending needs and tightened the belt another notch and for the 2nd year in a row, the Board is 
pleased to propose a 0% tax rate increase to our residents and taxpayers.  He thanked everyone for their continuing support. 
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Commissioner Nash confessed that early on in the 2012 Budget development process, he was in favor of increasing the tax rate by the 
2% that we are allowed to, but with the economic times and hardships that our Community faces it was very difficult to ask our residents 
for a 2% increase if we can somehow continue to provide adequate services to the public with the tax revenue we currently receive.  He 
felt that there are many unknowns in our future and he hoped that the Board would continue to bridge any gaps that occur. 
 
Commissioner Roura stated that he was pleased that the Board was able to hold the line on taxes for a 2nd consecutive year. 
 
There were no comments offered by anyone in the audience. 
 
Resolution #2012-04 “2012 Adopted Budget Resolution Mount Laurel Fire District #1, Fiscal Year; From January 1, 2012 to 

December 31, 2012”.  Commissioner Roura made a motion to approve the resolution, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Nash.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
Commissioner Roura made a motion to close the 2012 Budget Public Hearing, which was seconded by Commissioner Nash.  The 
motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
The 2012 Budget Public Hearing ended at 8:12 PM and the Regular Meeting Agenda resumed. 
 
 
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS: 
 
Resolution #2012-05 “Authorized Signatories for Bank Accounts”.  Commissioner Roura made a motion to approve the 

resolution, which was seconded by Commissioner Nash.  The motion was unanimously approved by the 
Board. 

 
Resolution #2012-06 “Appointment of Devin Vasoya as a ‘Junior’ Member of the Mount Laurel Fire Department”.  

Commissioner Roura made a motion to approve the resolution, which was seconded by Commissioner 
Nash.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
Resolution #2012-07 “Appointment of Antonio J. Gray as a ‘Junior’ Member of the Mount Laurel Fire Department”.  

Commissioner Roura made a motion to approve the resolution, which was seconded by Commissioner 
Nash.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
Resolution #2012-08 “Appointment of Adam I. Messa as a ‘Junior’ Member of the Mount Laurel Fire Department.”  

Commissioner Roura made a motion to approve the resolution, which was seconded by Commissioner 
Nash.  The motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
Administrator Jones reported that the total adjusted amount of monthly bills up for approval tonight for December 2011 was $682,550.51 
and for January 2012 was $363,664.51.  Commissioner Nash made a motion to approve the monthly bills as noted by Administrator 
Jones for December 2011 and January 2012, which was seconded by Commissioner Roura.  The motion was unanimously approved by 
the Board. 
 
 
MONTHLY REPORT BY ADMINISTRATOR: 
The Administrator had submitted his monthly report to the Board for their review prior to the meeting.  There were no questions from the 
Board for the Administrator. 
 
 
BOARD QUESTIONS FOR THE CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT:  The Chief of Department had submitted his monthly report to the Board 
for their review at the last Work Session meeting.  There were no questions from the Board for the Chief of Department.  He clarified an 
answer that he had given Commissioner Nash at the 1/3/12 Work Session that pertained to the hydraulic rescue tool pumps on the new 
Heavy Rescue fire apparatus, stating that there are 3 hydraulic pumps on the Heavy Rescue, with 1 acting as a spare. 
 
On behalf of the Union, he requested permission from the Board to host a Public Relations visit and photo shoot for the Philadelphia 
Wing professional lacrosse team on Friday, 1/20/12 at Statin 362.  One of their players is a firefighter in Canada and the team is holding 
an “American Hero Night” on Saturday, 1/21/12 for firefighters, EMS workers and police officers.  In return for the photo shoot, they 



1/16/12 Regular Meeting  Page  3  of  3 

would provide members of the Department with free tickets to the game along with Wings “swag”.  The Board concurred that this was 
good publicity for the Department and approved the request. 
 
He reported that we have met with the KME salesman and engineers regarding Mechanic Skeenes concerns about the weight estimates 
for the “Quint” fire apparatus as specified in their bid proposal.  They were able to address all of our concerns satisfactorily and the 
Apparatus Committee is therefore recommending that we proceed with the purchase of the 3 new fire apparatus proposed by KME and 
as previously approved by the Board.  Commissioner Roura asked him if KME had submitted a formal revised proposal and he replied 
that they would memorialize what had been changed and agreed to in the meeting via a letter signed by the owner of KME.  
Commissioner Nash asked him what they did to satisfy us and he replied that they were able to shorten the overall length of the vehicle 
by 9” to help with our concerns about “sway” and they shifted the center of gravity enough to distribute some of the rear axle weight to 
the front axle to lower the weight on the rear axle.  He added that we need to keep in mind that they were in compliance with the original 
specifications all along but Mechanic Skeenes had some concerns that they needed address and they have done that. 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:  There were no Committee reports. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE DISTRICT PROFESSIONALS: 
Solicitor Braslow reported that 2 bills affecting the fire service have recently been signed by Governor Christie, one of which is the bill 
we were fighting to allow us to amend our budget after adoption and approval by the voters as a result of receiving a new revenue item 
(specifically grants), which we were not permitted to do before.  The other bill requires Fire Districts to post certain information on their 
website or on a website maintained by their municipality if they do not have one. 
 
 
COMMENTS OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS:   
Commissioner Roura stated that his thoughts and prayers go out to the VanSciver family, which Commissioners Cornue and Nash also 
concurred with. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
Masonville Fire Company #1 President Rich Tremper thanked everybody for their support of the VanSciver family and Commissioner 
Cornue for his opening remarks.  He stated that the family is coping and that the Department lost a good man this weekend.  He noted 
that the viewing is set for Wednesday night from 6 to 9 PM and again on Thursday morning from 9 to 11 AM with the funeral service to 
follow.  Following the service, the casket will be placed atop the antique ladder truck and the funeral procession will leave from the 
funeral home in Haddonfield and proceed past Station 362, Station 363, Station 368, his residence on Marne Highway, Station 369 and 
end up at Station 361.  A reception hosted by the family and the Fire Company will immediately follow at Station 361. 
 
 
Resolution #2012-09 “Closing of Meeting Pursuant to Open Public Meetings Act”.  Commissioner Roura made a motion to 

approve the resolution, which was seconded by Commissioner Nash.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by the Board. 

 
Commissioner Roura made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Commissioner Nash.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
THE OPEN SESSION ENDED AT 8:25 PM. 
A CLOSED SESSION BEGAN AT 8:46 PM. 
THE CLOSED SESSION ENDED AT 9:28 PM. 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:29 PM. 


